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A Moment With Mark 
So long, “Leave it to Beaver;”  hello, “Will & Grace.”  The 
definition of the “American family” has broadened significantly 
during the past few decades.  One of the most noticeable trends 
emerging from recent census reports is the reduction of married-
couple households with children (traditional families) — 
declining from 40% to 24% in the past 30 years.  The married 
majority is becoming a minority for many reasons including 
longer life spans, co-habitation, and delayed marriages.  Only 1 
in 10 U.S. households is a “Cleaver household” — a family 
consisting of a bread-winning dad and a stay-at-home mom.  
Following are some examples of non-traditional families 
(statistics:  U.S. Census): 
 
 Single Parent Households headed by a female increased 

from 3 million in 1970 to 10 million in 2000;  Single 
Parent Households headed by a male grew from 393,000 to 
2 million. 

 Approximately one in three Americans is a step-parent, a 
step-child, or a step-sibling. 

 Multi-generational households include those with at least 
three generations living under one roof.  These households 
account for about four percent of all U.S. households. 

 Young adults living with parents are increasing; over one-
half of young (18-24) men and 43% of young women lived 
with their parents in 2000. 

 Gay and lesbian families numbered 0.6 million in 2000, a 
314% increase from 1990. 

 Co-habitators (same-sex couples, heterosexual couples, or 
roommates) comprised more than three million households 
in 2000. 

 Grandparents raising grandchildren are increasing; six 
percent (4.5 million) of all children in the U.S. under age 
18 are growing up in grandparent-headed households. 

 One-person households increased from 17% in 1970 to 
26% in 2000. 

 
What is happening to our families?  “Therefore shall a man 
leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to his 
wife…” (Genesis 2:24). 
 

Grace and Peace  Ā Mark  

 We are so glad that you decided to come and worship with our family today.  We 
hope that you will join in with us as we praise God together in our worship.  
Whatever your situation in life, we pray that you will find what you need to bring 
you closer to God.  Please take a minute and fill out one of the red visitor cards in 
the back of the pews and drop it in the collection plate when it comes around ð 
we would greatly appreciate it.  Please come back and worship with us again! 

Evangelism Efforts 
 “Thinkaboutit” — Radio program 

with Charlie Wharton, weekdays at 
6:55 a.m. on Pierre AM 1240. 

 Correspondence Courses 
 World Bible School 
 

Works of Benevolence 
 Pierre Area Referral Service 
 School Backpack Food Program 
 Meals-On-Wheels 
 Walk-In Benevolence 
 

Community Outreach 
 Habitat for Humanity 
 Annual Capital Area Law 

Enforcement Appreciation Dinner 
 Annual South Dakota Peace 

Officers Memorial Service 
 Life-Line Health Screenings 
 Church of Christ Booth at the 

Annual South Dakota State Fair 
 Police Chaplain Program 
 American Cancer Society Relay for Life 
 Community Banquet 
 Pierre Area Referral Service 
 Community Food Bank 
 Fellowship Hall use by CACS TFC 
 

Works of Edification  
 Bible Classes for All Ages 
 Monthly Fellowship Dinners 
 Ladies Group Lunches 
 Wednesday Night Dinners 
 Fifth Sunday Singing Nights 
 Couple’s Fellowship Groups 



HARVEST  FESTIVAL  

Saturday, November 14th, will be our annual Harvest 
Festival.  It’s a time where we can celebrate the Fall 

Season, share some of our favorite fall dishes, and great 

fellowship.  There will be activities for all ages, as well 

as an apple recipe contest.  So, get out the old recipe 
cards and books and share with us your favorite apple 

dish.  Activities will start at 4:30 p.m.  We will be 

eating at about 5:30 p.m. 
 

ADULT  B IBLE  CLASS   

Beginning Sunday, December 6th, the Adult Bible 

Class will begin a new lesson series entitled “Power 
Points for New Life.”  Mark Newton will be teaching 

on the subject of “Jesus in the Old Testament.” 

 

MEALS  ON  WHEELS  

Do you have an extra hour available around noon on a 
Tuesday once every couple of months?  Would you like 

to be able that hour to help some of our older citizens 

in Pierre to have a good, hot lunch? 
 

HAPPY  B IRTHDAY  

Happy Birthday this week to Kristina Fredericksen 

(Wednesday), Carson Wyly (Wednesday), and 

Mackalyn Fulton (Friday). 
 

UPCOMING  EVENTS  

Nov 14 Harvest Festival 
Nov 18 Ladies Group Lunch at Perkins 

Nov 22 Fourth Sunday Fellowship 

Nov 25 Tree Lighting at State Capitol 

Nov 26 Thanksgiving Day 
Nov 27 Parade of Lights 

Nov 29 Teachers Meeting at 5:00 p.m. 

Nov 29 Singing Night 
 

PRAYER  L IST  

Hunterôs Brother in Iraq. 

Carolyn Osbourn, Brandon’s aunt 
(mother’s side), has an inoperable brain 

tumor, which is terminal.   

Linda Turbell  is still undergoing chemotherapy. 

Iva Russell at MaryHouse. 

 

SYMPATHY  

Linda Nill’s father passed away at St. 

Mary’s Wednesday morning.  Services 

were in Murdo on Saturday.  He was 94 
and never spent a day in a nursing home. 

 

COLLEGE  STUDENTS  

Remember our students who are away at 

college:  Rebecca Duncan, Alayna Hyde, 

Taylor Hyde, Alan Hyde, Michelle Monroe,  
A.J. Wharton, and Alice Hackett. 

 

TODAYõS SERMON  TOPICS  

Morning Worship:  A Dysfunctional Family 

Evening Worship:  Five Essentials for the 

Lord’s Work. 

News & Notes  



SUNDAY  MORNING  TODAY  NOVEMBER  15  

Welcome ....................................... Brad Curtis ............... Charlie Wharton 

Song Leader ................................. Herb Davis ................ Brad Curtis 
First Prayer .................................. Craig Hyde ................ John Rheinbolt 

     Devotional Thought/Leader .... Justin Newton ............ Doug Hackett 

     Server....................................... Kyle Wyly .................. Justin Newton 

     Server....................................... Brad Cruse ................ Craig Hyde 

     Server....................................... Kris Monroe .............. Ed Nill 

     Server....................................... Taylor Newton ........... Brian Thompson 

Scripture Reading ........................ Raury Cruse .............. Taylor Newton 

Announcements & Closing ........... Charlie Wharton ........ Buford Storrs 

Greeters ........................................ Karen Wyly ............... Herb Davis 

 Nancy Huxoll............. Jane Davis 

SUNDAY  EVENING  TODAY  NOVEMBER  15  

Song Leader ................................. Ed Nill .......  ............... Brad Curtis 

Communion/Closing..................... Charlie Wharton ........ Buford Storrs 

WEDNESDAY  NOVEMBER  11  NOVEMBER  18  

Songs............................................. Mark Newton ............. Brad Curtis 

Scripture ....................................... Taylor Newton ........... Brian Thompson 

Closing .......................................... Mark Newton ............. Brad Curtis 

A small boy was consistently late coming home from school.  His parents warned him one day that he must be 
home on time that afternoon, but nevertheless he arrived later than ever.  His mother met him at the door and said 
nothing.  At dinner that night, the boy looked at his plate.  There was a slice of bread and a glass of water.  He 
looked at his father’s full plate and then at his father, but his father remained silent.  The boy was crushed. . . . 
 The father waited for the full impact to sink in, then quietly took the boy’s plate and placed it in front of 
himself. He took his own plate of meat and potatoes, put it in front of the boy, and smiled at his son.  When that 
boy grew to be a man, he said, ñAll my life Iôve known what God is like by what my father did that night.ò  
 Because we ALL sin and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23), we ALL deserve the wages of sin: 
DEATH (Romans 6:23).  But THIS is what God is like:  He is a JUST God (Psalm 89:14), but He is also a 
LOVING God (1 John 4:7-8).  Because He is a JUST God, He must punish sin.  Because He is a LOVING God, 
He provided a way for us to have forgiveness.  That way was through the gift of His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross 
for the sins of the world (1 John 2:2).  A wonderful exchange is made possible through Jesus Christ: He took the 
punishment for our sins and He offers us His righteousness. “For He [God] made Him who knew no sin [Jesus] to 
be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
 The ñexchangeò is activated when we: believe in Jesus (Acts 16:30-31), repent of our sins (Acts 17:30-31), 
confess Jesus before men (Romans 10:9-10), and are baptized (immersed) into Christ for the forgiveness of our 
sins (Acts 2:38).  Then, as we continue to walk in the light of God’s Word, the blood of Jesus will continue to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:7-9). 
 In the exchange of dinner plates, that small boy learned the meaning of GRACE from his father.  Grace 
is something we NEED but we do not DESERVE.  The boy’s example illustrates what the Heavenly Father offers 
to YOU and ME.  We deserve DEATH, but He offers us forgiveness and LIFE! That’s something we need but we 
don’t deserve; that’s GRACE! 
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An Example of Grace 


