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A Moment With Mark 

If  it were up to us, the kingdom of God would progress in 
a more “orderly” fashion.  We would plan things more 
neatly.  We would make them more predictable and 

businesslike.  Intrusions, interruptions, and interferences would 
not be allowed.  But in reality, of course, the kingdom does not 
progress that way.  With God in control, many things happen 
that seem haphazard, if not counterproductive and detrimental, 
as far as we can see.   
 When the Lord began to explain to His disciples that He 
was going to be crucified, Peter objected.  Based on Peter’s 
concept of what needed to happen for the kingdom to be 
established, the death of the King didn’t seem like a very good 
idea.  But rather than gently correct Peter’s erroneous concept, 
the Lord strongly rebuked him: “Get behind Me, Satan!  You 
are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of 
God, but the things of men.” 
 Why such a strong rebuke?  It is an indication, I believe, of 
how easy it is to deceive ourselves about God’s purposes.  Like 
Peter, we need to be careful.  When we “plan” for things to 
happen in a certain way, is the driving force truly God’s will? 
Might not the demand for “orderliness” really be coming from 
elsewhere? 
 In our personal lives, there is nothing wrong with 
dreaming, nor is there anything wrong with planning and 
preparing.  But we should not hold on to our expectations with 
too tight a grip — God may have other plans, plans which 
seem messy and inconvenient compared to ours.  The 
wonderful thing is that many of the greatest blessings in our 
lives come out of situations in which it seems that our own 
plans have been frustrated.  This is true even when we first 
obey the gospel.  As C. S. Lewis said, “Every story of 
conversion is the story of a blessed defeat.”  That being so, we 
should not be surprised that, after our conversion, God 
graciously vetoes our “legislation” from time to time.  So, yes, 
we need to plan . . . but we also need to yield gladly when God 
has other plans. 
 

Grace and Peace  — Mark  

 We are so glad that you decided to come and worship with our family today.  We 
hope that you will join in with us as we praise God together in our worship.  
Whatever your situation in life, we pray that you will find what you need to bring 
you closer to God.  Please take a minute and fill out one of the red visitor cards in 
the back of the pews and drop it in the collection plate when it comes around ð 
we would greatly appreciate it.  Please come back and worship with us again! 

Evangelism Efforts 
¶ Thinkaboutit — Radio program with 

Charlie Wharton, weekdays at 6:55 
a.m. on Pierre AM 1240. 

¶ Correspondence Courses 

¶ World Bible School 
 

Works of Benevolence 
¶ Pierre Area Referral Service 

¶ School Backpack Food Program 

¶ Meals-On-Wheels 

¶ Walk-In Benevolence 
 

Community Outreach 
¶ Habitat for Humanity 

¶ Annual Capital Area Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Dinner 

¶ Annual South Dakota Peace Officers 
Memorial Service 

¶ Life-Line Health Screenings 

¶ Church of Christ Booth at the Annual 
South Dakota State Fair 

¶ Police Chaplain Program 

¶ American Cancer Society Relay for Life 

¶ Community Banquet 

¶ Pierre Area Referral Service 

¶ Community Food Bank 

¶ Fellowship Hall use by Capital Area 
Counseling Therapeutic Foster Care 

¶ Building use for Law Enforcement 
Training 

¶ Building use as High School 
evacuation site. 

¶ Christmas Family Adoption 
 

Works of Edification  
¶ Bible Classes for All Ages 

¶ Monthly Fellowship Dinners 

¶ Ladies Group Lunches 

¶ Wednesday Night Dinners 

¶ Fifth Sunday Singing Nights 

¶ Couple’s Fellowship Groups 



 
 

ADULT  B IBLE  CLASS   

Beginning Sunday, December 6th, the Adult Bible 
Class will begin a new lesson series entitled Power 
Points for New Life.  Mark Newton will be teaching on 
the subject of “Jesus in the Old Testament.” 
 

MEALS  ON  WHEELS  

Do you have an extra hour available around noon on a 
Tuesday once every couple of months?  Would you like 
to be able that hour to help some of our older citizens 
in Pierre to have a good, hot lunch? 
 

RESPONSE  

Jennifer Newton responded to the invitation last 
Sunday morning asking for prayers.  With all of her 
recent health problems she feels that she has not been 
the example at home that she should be as a mother.  
Please continue to pray for Jennifer. 
 

TEACHERS  MEETING  

Attention all teachers.  There will be a meeting of all 
teachers on Sunday, November 29th, at 5:00 p.m.  We 
will be meeting in the library.  Refreshments will be 
served. 
 

FOURTH  SUNDAY  FELLOWSHIP  

Next Sunday, November 22nd, is our monthly 
fellowship Sunday.  After our morning services we will 
have a potluck dinner, so bring plenty of food — 
enough to feed your family plus one — that way we 
have enough for everyone and for our visitors.  After 
dinner we will have a congregational meeting and then 
dismiss for the day.  There will be no evening services 
next Sunday. 
 

HAPPY  B IRTHDAY  

Happy Birthday this week to Debbie Monroe (Tuesday) 
and Brad Cruse (Thursday). 

UPCOMING  EVENTS  

Nov 18 Ladies Group Lunch at Perkins 
Nov 22 Fourth Sunday Fellowship 

Nov 25 Tree Lighting at State Capitol 

Nov 26 Thanksgiving Day 

Nov 27 Parade of Lights 
Nov 29 Teachers Meeting at 5:00 p.m. 

Nov 29 Singing Night 
 

PRAYER  L IST  

Those in our community who may be 
hurting. 

Hunterôs Brother in Iraq. 

Carolyn Osbourn, Brandon’s aunt 

(mother’s side), has an inoperable brain 
tumor, which is terminal.   

Linda Turbell  is undergoing a more 

aggressive form of chemotherapy. 
Iva Russell at MaryHouse. 

 

COLLEGE  STUDENTS  

Remember our students who are away at 

college:  Rebecca Duncan, Alayna Hyde, 
Taylor Hyde, Alan Hyde, Michelle Monroe,  

A.J. Wharton, and Alice Hackett. 

 

TODAYõS SERMON  TOPICS  

Morning Worship:  Unexpected Results 

Evening Worship:  Five Essentials for the 

Lordôs Work. 
 

News & Notes  



SUNDAY  MORNING  TODAY  NOVEMBER  22  

Welcome ....................................... Charlie Wharton ....... Buford Storrs 

Song Leader ................................. Brad Curtis ............... Ed Nill 

First Prayer .................................. John Rheinbolt .......... Herb Davis 

     Devotional Thought/Leader .... Doug Hackett ............ Brad Curtis 

     Server ...................................... Justin Newton ............ Doug Hackett 

     Server ...................................... Craig Hyde ............... Corey Huxoll 

     Server ...................................... Ed Nill ...................... Raury Cruse 

     Server ...................................... Brian Thompson ........ Cole Cruse 

Scripture Reading ........................ Taylor Newton........... Brandon Osbourn 

Announcements & Closing .......... Buford Storrs ............ Bob Duncan 

Greeters ........................................ Herb Davis ................ Margaret Nickels 

 Jane Davis ................ Nancy Huxoll 

SUNDAY  EVENING  TODAY  NOVEMBER  22  

Song Leader ................................. Brad Curtis  .............. No Evening Service 

Communion/Closing .................... Buford Storrs ............ No Evening Service 

WEDNESDAY  NOVEMBER  18  NOVEMBER  25  

Songs ............................................ Brad Curtis ............... Mark Newton 

Scripture ...................................... Brian Thompson ........ Taylor Newton 

Closing.......................................... Brad Curtis ............... Mark Newton 

Thereõs  
a good chance that some of the people most important to you would appreciate it if you 
became a little more poetic.  No, you don’t necessarily need to start writing poetry, and you 
don’t even need to start reading more poetry (although both of those practices have more to 

recommend them than you might expect).  You simply need to start living a life in which there is a bit more poetry.  
In literature, as we all know, there is prose (think “information”) and there is poetry (think “music”).  Now, 
comparing the lives that we lead to literature, aren’t there two different parts: the prosaic part of life and the poetic 
part?  Don’t our activities fall into two general categories: business and beauty? The answer is yes.  And the point 
is that we all could do with a little more of the poetic. 
 One of the definitions of a poet is “one who is gifted in the perception and expression of the beautiful or 
lyrical.”  Christopher Fry said it well: “Poetry is the language in which man explores his own amazement.” 
Whether we realize it or not, we are being poetic — and we are enjoying poetry — any time we (a) stop to notice 
that which is beautiful or lyrical and (b) express our enjoyment in honest ways. 
 But if there’s a dearth of poetry in your life, don’t excuse it by saying, “I have too much important work to do, 
and besides, the people around me aren’t very poetic.”  Rainer Maria Rilke wrote, “If your daily life seems poor, 
do not blame it on others; blame yourself, tell yourself that you are not poet enough to call forth its riches.”  The 
world is full of poetry.  There is simply no excuse for not enjoying it. 
 Whoever we are, we tend to become more poetic when we’re under the influence of powerful thoughts and 
feelings, and what could be more powerful than love?  We’ve all been in love, and in love, we’ve all felt at least a 
slight tug in the direction of the poetic.  I happen to believe that the tug should be yielded to.  There is much to be 
amazed at, whether it’s love or just the wide world itself.  When we’re amazed by beauty or by virtue, we ought to 
let ourselves “sing” about it. 

by Gary Henry ï Enthusiastic Ideas  
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Becoming Poetic 
When weôre amazed by beauty or by virtue, we ought to let ourselves ñsingò about it. 


